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APRIL, 1886. 


THE MONTH. 


Tux -fifth conversazione and concert in connexion with the London City Mission 
took place at the Mansion House, by the kindness of the Lord Mayor, who is 
following in the footsteps of his worthy predecessors, Sir William McArthur and 
Sir R. N. Fowler, in extending s graceful hospitality to religious and benevolent 


Blackwood, who came to the Mansion House from presiding over a meeting at 
Exeter Hall. The London City Mission celebrated its jubilee last year, and has 
accomplished its first year’s work in the new. half-century with characteristic 
vigour, having four hundred and sixty agents in 

recently taken place in the metropolis added emphasis to the words of the Rev. 
H. J. Buergner, pointing out the dangers that might threaten society from such 
vast masses of population if left unleavened by the influences of religion. 


The Convocations of both provinces were engaged on the subject of Church 
Reform, the questions of the sale of livings and of the abolition of pew-rents in 
parish churches especially undergoing considerable discussion. Some strong 
objections were made both to the prohibition of the right of sale and to the 
levying of pew-rents, on the ground that in many instances it would be tantamount 
to the confiscation of private property consecrated to the use of the Church. There 
was much greater unanimity of sentiment in regard to the necessity of more 
stringent measures for the removal of inefficient or criminous clergymen. No 
Christian man can justify the cure of souls being’left in the hands of a man who 
has shown himself incapable of fulfilling the great and solemn duties of the office, 
or whose conduct proves that he is not himself a true follower of the Lord, There 
can be no doubt that these ample discussions are preparing the way for practical 
- and important steps being taken to increase the efficiency and enlarge the influence 
of the ministers of Christ in their work in the Gospel. 


The assembling of the House of Laymen excited some interest and speculation 
as to how the new institution would work. The result is, so far, satisfactory, 
although practically not very much was effected. One of the Church organs 
observes that “if any exception can be taken to the House of Laymen at present, 
it will probably be that it is too aristocratic to represent that very large and most 
important section of Churchmen from whose ranks the people’s warden is so 


generally chosen.” This may come in due time, and meanwhile it has been shown 


institations. Sir William was present and spoke on the occasion, but the place 
of Sir R. N. Fowler, who was unavoidably absent, was taken by Mr. Stevenson A. 
| 
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questions discussed were the same as those which occupied the attention of the 
Convocation. 


The Church Pastoral Aid Society celebrated its jubilee very successfally. 
This society has been a most important sapport to the Evangelical cause in 
England, and it has also aided largely, though indirectly, in the work of stimulating 
foreign missions. Two remarkable addresses were delivered on the occasion of the 
jubilee; one by the Rev. H. W. Webb-Peploe on “ How to retain Influence over 
Young People leaving School,” and the other by Mr. Stevenson Blackwood, on the 
-gabject, “The Church and Mission-room.” Mr. Webb-Peploe thought there should . 
be a continuity of arrangements by which children could pass from stage to stage 
into the older ranks. They should be, successively, children to listen, persons to sing, 
teachers in the Sunday-schools, members of the choir, and visitors of the poor. Mr. 
Blackwood vigorously condemned the adaptation of church services to the supposed 
needs of the day for the purpose of keeping young people from drifting away to 
Ritualistic churches, and showed that this policy distinctly trained and educated 
people for those churches. He said, also, that at present men were drawn together 
to work for Christ, irrespective of ecclesiastical distinctions, and he warned the 
clergy of the danger of resisting this spirit, and refasing their co-operation. He 
had ascertained that during the visits of Mesars. Moody and Sankey, wherever the 
Evangelical clergy had entered warmly into the movement, their congregations had 
imereased, and more life had been infused into them. What the Church specially 
needed was “ power ’—consecrated men filled with the Holy Ghost, and with love 
to the brethren. 


The many friends of the Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitken were delighted to welcome 
him back, after his journey to America. At the meeting beld in Wijlis’s Rooms, 
to greet him on his return, Mr. Aitken gave an account of his work across the 
Atlantic. At New York, Episcopalianism had been regarded as a standing protest 
against Kevivalism, but his reception was most cordial. The weakness of the 
Episcopal Church had been a lack of spirituality and of definite teaching, and 
these were just the points the Mission had met. The work at New Orleans had 
furnished one more telling illustration of the power of the Gospel in this nineteenth 
eentury. 


A remarkable work of grace has been seen in many of the churches in 
Glasgow. One good feature in the work has been the absence of excitement, 
combined with a burning desire to bring souls to Christ. The labours of Mr. 
Clarke have been greatly blessed in that city. 


The locality in which the Rev. Edward Smith was to inaugurate an 
evangelistic work among the artisan population of the great metropolis was 
changed from the South of London, where it was found impracticable to make 
the necessary arrangements, to Clerkenwell, where a commodious and suitable 
chapel could be put at his disposal. The Wesleyans have also cast their eyes on 
the West-end, as affording a field in which a similar mission work was very much 
needed. There is scarce a spot to be found in the kingdom where Methodism has 
accomplished so little, and there is a large population on the ground of a kind that 
might be accessible to such efforts. The idea is a striking one, and perhaps some- 
thing of importance may come out of it. The Rev. Mark Guy Pearse will be 
- associated with the Rey. Hugh Price Hughes in carrying on the work of the Mission. 


The 
| 
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The accounts which have been reaching us from America are full of interest, 
as showing that there is a widespread desire in that vast country to see a great 
and extensive revival of religion throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
The evangelistic tour in which Messrs, Moody and Sankey have been engaged has 
extended to various points in the Southern States. Wherever they go, the same 
vast crowds assemble, and the same eager interest is shown which has followed 
them all along in their mission career. The Spirit of God, however, has not confined 
His manifestations of power and blessing to those honoured servants. At Cincinnati, 
the Rev. Sam Jones, assisted by Sam Small, has prodaced a most’ profound 
impression on the public mind. Sam Small was converted by one of Mr. Jones's 
stirring sermons in Georgia, last September, and has since been of invaluable service to 
him. The whole city has been stirred by those two men, and the papers have given 
very great prominence to their meetings and discourses. The place has been so orderly 


on Sunday, that on one of these holy days not s single arrest was made up to 6 P.™. 


—a state of things absolutely unknown to the oldest officer in the force. Mr. Moody 
was present some time ago at one of Mr. Jones's services, and was so much 
impressed with his discourse, that he has since written, insisting that Mr. Jones 
shoald meet him in the Soath, and take part in his services. 


The Rev. Joseph Cook has been delivering s new series of his famous Monday 
lectures in Tremont Temple, Boston. These lectures have become a great institution, 
and are listened to not only by a large general audience, but by many preachers, 
teachers, students, and prominent men. There is a prelade, and then an interlade 
before the lecture proper, in which preliminary addresses Mr. Cook deals with a 
number of topics of immediate and public interest. On one occasion, for instance, 
he denounced the polygamy and disloyalty of the Mormons, and the audience passed 
by a vote of 2,000 a request to the senators and representatives in Congress to 
extend the Idabo Anti-Mormon Statute over Utah. In the lectures proper Mr. 
Cook has been dealing with God's part and man’s part in conversion, and other great 
tepies of vital importance. Holding up a copy of the Bible and of “ Progressive 
Orthodoxy,” he declared that the two books were in singular conflict. The lectures 


have produced a profound spiritual impression. 


The success of the February simultaneous meetings has led to very gratifying 
results, Among these may be mentioned the fact that, within twelve days, no 
fewer than twenty-six fresh offers were made for service in the foreign mission field in 
connexion with the Church Missionary Society. Among those who offered them- 
men. The fresh impulse to a missionary spirit, which was aimed at in organizing 
the meetings, had evidently been accomplished, and it is a matter of deep thankfulness 
to God as well as encouragement in the prosecution of the great enterprise. 


The Bishop of London has not been afraid to express his mind very plainly on 
the question of the sale of livings At the meeting of the Diocesan Oonference he 
condemned it in unhesitating language, saying that private patronage procured 
purchase introduced the very worst kind of incumbents into the Church. The 
patrons, having private interests mainly in view, did not consider the interests of the 
parish. He thought, however, that since the Chureh had beem a partaer in the 


system, it would not be fair to take away the rights <f patrons without com- 


pensation ; and be the livings. The necessity of 
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ference by Mr. Powell, Secretary to the Church of England Working Men's Society, 
who also advocated the estsblishment of Church refuges. The Conference, how- 
ever, declined to commit itself to any scheme of this natare. It was felt, however, 
that to get hold of the classes who refuse to come to church, they should be visited 
by Christian men of the working class, familiar with their views and able to speak to 
them in a plain, common-sense manner. Such agents would be most likely to secure 
a hearing and gain the confidence of those to whom they went. We trast that the 


fruits of such labour will soon abundantly appear. 


The friends of Temperance in the House of Commons have taken an important 
step. They held a meeting for the purpose of organizing themselves into a party 
who shoald act together on all questions of Temperance legislation. A committee 
was appointed at the meeting, who showed their zeal by immediately addressing two 
petitions to Government—one in support of the Sunday Closing Bill, and the other 
urging that in the County Government Bill provisions should be introduced giving 
the local authorities full power to deal with the drink traffic. 


The Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown died rather suddenly, at the comparatively early 
age of sixty-two. With the exception of Mr. Spurgeon and Dr. Maclaren, no 
minister in the Baptist body occupied a more conspicuous position, and the scene at 
his funeral at Liverpool showed in what respect and regard he was held by the 
public of the great commercial city where he laboured for nearly forty years. 
Although the son of « clergyman of the Church of England, he adopted Noncon- 
formist views ; and as he had been himself a working engineer, he knew the artisan 
class most intimately, and acquired an extraordinary influence with them. His 
Sunday afternoon lectures to working men attracted immense audiences, and in their 
printed form had a very extensive circulation. He was an ardent advocate of peace 
principles, and also, in his later years, of the Temperance cause. 


Mr. William Hoyle, of Tottington, Bury, soon followed Mr. J. B. Gough to 
the last resting-place. Mr. Hoyle was the political economist of the Temperance 
movement. He wrote an annual letter to the 7imes on the statistical aspects of the 
question, which was usually made the subject of considerable comment in the press. 
He contributed valuable articles to the Methodist Temperance Magazine, and pre- 
pared the condensed account of Temperance statistics which has been sent of late 
years to all Methodist ministers before Temperance Sunday. He was also a Vice- 
President of the United Kingdom Alliance. 


A special Conference on the Coming of our Lord was held at Mildmay Park on 
the second and third of the month. The Earl of Cavan presided at the first of the 
meetings, at which a letter was read from Dr. Horatius Bonar, who was anxious to 
avail himself of what might be the last opportunity “of bearing witness to the mach- 
forgotten doctrine which was given to the Church as her blessed hope.” Canon 
Stewart was the principal speaker at this meeting, his subject being “‘ The Word of 
Prophecy, its Place and Power.” Full reports of the proceedings have been pub- 
lished, and in the course of the meetings all the great topics akin to the subject 
were handled in a serious and practical spirit. A sense of deep solemnity pervaded 
all the meetings, and, doubtless, many were quickened in “looking forward and 
hasting unto the day of His appearing.” 


Farther tidings regarding the murder of the much-lamented Bishop Hannington 
were received at the Church Mission House from Zanzibar. The Rev. Wiliam 
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Jones, the African who was the Bishop's companion through the Masai country, 
wrote confirming the sad news of his death. The agents of the Church Missionary 
Society at Zanzibar also communicated the results of the inquiries they made of the 
porters who had escaped. It appears that several of the men were spared because it 
was thought they might prove usefal. The rest, however, with the Bishop, were 
pat to death by shooting and spearing. Although there is some discrepancy in the 
different accounts as to the details, there can hardly be a donbt that the Bishop 
met his death in the way described. Meanwhile, the sad tidings, so far from dis 
couraging missionary zeal, has had quite the contrary effect ; and we are informed 
that within the brief period of twelve days no fewer than twenty-six offered them- 
selves for service in the foreign field. The Almighty is never at a loss for agents 
when He has a work in hand; ond He can make the death of His servants more fruit- 
fal for good than even the longest and most devoted life. 


deemed it advisable to issue a special invitation to united prayer and humiliation in 
view of the anxious and distressful position of affairs at present in our country. 
Many causes have combined to throw a gloom over the Christian community as 
well as the general public. The long depression in business, together with the 
peculiar inclemency of the season, has led to an unusual amount of suffering among 
the working population, in addition to those who are still poorer. A tendency to 
violence and lawlessness has shown itself, though, fortunately, not to any great 
extent. The political atmosphere has been in a state of continued tension. Many 
disclosures have taken place that have made it clear how deeply moral corruption. 
has infected the social fabric. All these causes have produced deep solicitude and 
strong misgivings in the minds of thoughtful men. At such a time it is especially 

and incumbent that believers should humble themselves before God, and. 
supplicate His pardon and His grace. Even though special meetings for the 
purpose be not summoned, advantage should be taken of those occasions when. 
Christians come together to worship. We trust that both in churches and in 
smaller meetings much already been made, and will 


be still continued. 


The Presbyterian Church in Ireland took a very unusual step, showing their 
sense of the gravity of the present crisis, A special meeting of the General 
Assembly was summoned, which met in Belfast, and passed a series of resolutions 
expressive of their unanimous views. They most earnestly deprecate any loosening 
of the legislative bonds uniting Ireland to Great Britain, which they are convinced 
would be fraught with disaster to the Protestant cause. They fear any measure 
that would give the Popish Church an ascendancy in their country. The Methodist 
body in Ireland expressed similar views through their Committee of Privileges. 


‘On this point, indeed, there seems to be unanimity among all the Protestants of 


the sister island. 
In relation to ecclesiastical matters, we may notice further that a Bill was 


_ introduced into Parliament, the professed object of which was to give facilities for 


the future union of the various Presbyterian Churches in Sevtland. The Bill, 


however, encountered yery strong opposition, and was rejected by the House of 


Commons. We must trust to other influences than legislative enactment for 
producing unity among Christian Churches. We have no doubt it will come in due 
season, but it must be a spontaneous growth springing out of the life of the 
Charches, and we have not arrived at that happy stage. 
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WAITING FOR CHRIST. 


Bu.mvers in Christ have not come to an agreement as to the exact meaning of the 
prophetic passages which speak of the second advent of our blessed Lord. The 
subject in our own day has attracted a very great deal of attention, and « large 
number of Christians have eome to the conclusion that the predicted time is st 
hand, and that the manifestation of the Saviour will be in bodily form. We do not 
intend to diseuss the various questions connected with this great and most interesting 


subject. In so far as it is a topic of controversy, we deem it unsuitable for our 


pages; and feeling that we are bound to respect the convictions on either side, we 
shoald not wish to lay down opinions unsupported by argument. We desire only to 
treat on a point in regard to which all believers may be of one heart and of one 
mind.. This is that the proper attitude for the servant of Obrist is one of constant 
hope and expectation of His coming. We wait for our Lord's retarn, and labour 
that we may be accepted of Him. Whether we consider the life of the Christian as 


one of holy aspiration, or regard it as a career of active service, this is its proper 
and natural aim. The heart of the believer is animated with an ardent love to 


ws. The whole of our better life on His nearness and His grace. The 


assurance of this is not felt in the same degree by al! believers, nor is it felt equally 
at all times even by those who are most advanced in the life of faith. Some 


most favoured servants have often to moggn that earth-born clouds arise to over- 
shadow and chill their joy ; and even in our sweetest and holiest hours, the veil 
of flesh intervenes between us and Him. We cannot see Him, though we love 
Him ; but we hope that “ when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is.” This is the consummation to which we look forward, the prospect 
of which nerves us with new strength when we are weak, and cheers us when we 
are cast down. It is the sweet and sufficient consolation which soothes us in our 
griefs, and more than compensates for all our disapppointments. All things here 
may seem to be in league against us, bat we can still lift up our heads and rejoice, 
because the day of our complete redemption is drawing nigh. This one thought, 
coming back again to our recollection, will dry our tears and change our sighing into 
songs of joy—*“ He is coming.” 

Has He honoured us with a field of service, and more especially of service that 
is full of responsibility, because it is at once most important and very hard and 
trying ? Then, what thought is better fitted to keep us faithfal than the conviction 
that our Lord will soon return, and reckon with us as to how we have been occupied ? 
The time is very short in which we can lay out the talents with which He has 
entrusted us. Were we to become slothful, how should we answer if He came on 
us suddenly, and summoned us to render our account? Perhaps we have been 
@towing weary of the work, because there has been no one to show us sym- 
pathy or mark our self-denying efforts. But from euch a spirit shall we be 
aroused if we recall to mind that He is coming. When He comes, He will 
not show Himself unrighteous to forget our work of faith, and patience of 
and labour of love. All the discouragements and trials of 
us will be forgotten, lost in the wonder and the gladness which shall fill the 
soul when His own lips shall address to us the words: “ Well done, good and 


| 
| fervently our affection glows, the more earnestly shall we long to behold Him in 
| His unveiled glory. Here, indeed, we have sweet experience of His presence with 
| 
Of wod live nearer tO EKiim ai 10, more Of the 
of the soul that flows from the realization of His presence with them. Bat even 
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faithfal servant. Thou hast been faithfal in « little: enter thou inte the joy 
of thy Lord.” 

The Scriptures constantly direct our attention to this blessed hope. Whe 
our Saviour was comforting His disciples, whose hearts were filled with sadness 
because they knew He would soon be taken from them, He epeaks this gracioes 
word: “I will come again.” It was only to be “a little while,” and then ehould 
they seo Him. Death is, so to speak, quite lost sight of in the exhortations 
addressed to the children of Jesus. kt is, as it wore, only an eovident that may 
happen to us in the way while we are travelling on to mest our Master. He has 


tell that Madame Nicot is 


incapable of he! 


EVANGELIOAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(April 1, 1886. 
that the man hes spiritual life, like a of God taught as . 
that hes been frozen over and thea has repeat to-day without 
Up st ite sources, so that the water all We breathe not 
ance of « river without reality. momentary inhalation. 
the corrective of this tendency ? It is to from the Father and 
found in the constant realization of our once, but is ever pro- 
pendence on the Spirit of God. No man ee 
call Jesus Lord without the Holy abides in the vine ; 
that is, our use of the Lord’s name and that the Spirit abides 
prayers offered in His name, and all our we are to see to it that 
| of worship, are unmeaning and fruitless in us. 
the Spirit be present to inspire our words Gao, Bows. 
DISTRESS AMONG THE ALBIGENSEsS. 
. We are sorry to learn that distress of an | is sad aleo to 
ly severe ¢« ping him. A glim- 
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little help to the sufferers of Aiguille, 
hildren of the pastor of Guillestre, I ’ 
. y be the medium.” 
| “March 165, 
! ~~ Since the above was written 
| received tidings that one day i 
a lcot took each of his fi 
ying arms, and co 
| and the the Father of the fatherless; and 
severe foot journeys ou the mountains which asleep. The poor widow is to be 
. - he had to make have broken down his strong friends in Geneva, and kind 
constitution. Before this reaches you I fear ministering to the orphan 
his spirit will have returned to God, who is | help I have been privileged to f 
| his strength, his joy, and his hope... . It greatly needed and greatly valued.” 
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able sight in a city whose masses are largely | dred Roman Catholics. Four services were. 
wmreached by the Protestant Churches, to see held on Sunday, the churches al] being closed 
wach crowds attending these services and | and the congregations uniting at the Rink 
taking such an evident and deep interest in | services. Two were held on Monday, and three 
them ali. The ushers told = correspondent | on Tuceday. It is hard to form an estimate 
that, in the farewell meeting, there were, | of the good dome. It was « perfect feast to 
pethaps, a hundred of the gamblers and fast | Christian people, and « great revival of the 
men around town, and not less than five bun- | spiritaal life of the churches. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tax Church Missionary Intelligencer dwells, naturally, on the death 
Hannington, to which we have referred elsewhere. Speaking of the condition 
Mr. A. M. Mackay, in a letter to Sir John Kirk, says: “ Feeling is running stronger and 
stronger against foreigners ; the more the mission work of teaching succeeds, the stronger 
grows the suspicion that we are here for political ends, and that we are striving only to — 
estrange the minds of the people from their rulers. Our assertions to the contrary are of no 


protection. To remove suspicion, we have frequently, in the past years, requested permission 
to leave in peace ; but that has invariably been refused, unless some of us remain.” 

The importance of selecting advantageous positions for missionary effort, and taking 
advantage of favourable occasions, is coming to be fully recognized; and this lends weight to 


not support the effete personal Mohammedanism of these centres. This is admitted by its 
well-wishers—e.g., Mr. W.S. Blunt. Comparing Yarkund with Turkey, the Punjab with 
Persia, or the petty States of Western Central Africa with Lower Egypt, we 

of this generalization. (Kashmir, a notable exception, due to character of people.) Upon 
this fact the society is proceeding with its missions. Given an enemy with extended strong 
line and weak centre ; to attack such, a general would mask the line and the centre. 


| avail. Every day we expect the worst; and now that they have dealt so with the Bishop 
| and his party, we have only too just ground for alarm. No more missionaries need come 
' here, by any route, while the present régime exists. Invitation is now no guarantee for 
' He says: “ From the nature of the growth of Islam, Mohammedanism may be said to require, 
| like most low organizations (fungi, disease germs, etc.), new soil for its most vigorous 
development. It is more aggressive, more bigoted, less accessible to the truth at its 
| circumference than at its centre—or would be, if a stubborn political Mohammedanism did 
| 
| 
50 with Mohammedanism, we ought to plant stations across Africa, etc., in front of its 
threatened advance, and this because prevention is better than cure ; but also to attack the 
centre with what force can be spared. A mission in Kurdistan would fulfil both indications. 
Its primary and most important object would be to save a numerous and brave race from 
being swallowed up in the tide of advancing Muhammedanism. Their antagonism to it is 
that of patriotism. But, year by year, the independent territory becomes contracted, and 
thousands of Kafirs are converted to a nominal but irreclaimable Mohammedanism. They 
call to us to save them, but they have invited so long that the call does not come with the 
| romantic freshness of the openings in some newly discovered African jungle. If Kurdistan 
were gained and held, it would be « fortress within the enemy's lines. It communicates 
i with Badakshan by numerous passes; also with Kabul and Kohistan. A Christian 
Kurdistan would be, strategically, of equal value with a Christianized Beluchistan ; but, 
humanly speaking, is infinitely easier of attainment.” 
AMERICAN BOARD. 
| In the Missionary Herald we find « letter from Dr. Herrick, of Marsovan, in which 
he gives some interesting details of the conversion of some new members who have been 
edmitted into the Samsoon branch of the Marsovan Church. Samsoon is the port from 
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which those converts from Mohammedanism set out for Constantinople whose case has 
been taken up by the Evangelical Alliance, with a view to having them set at liberty, This 
object, which the Alliance is still earnestly pressing. we trust wil] be soon accomplished. Dr. 
Herrick’s narrative ends in this way : “ In the afternoon, the new members were received to 
the Marsovan charch, and the Samsoon branch ef this eharch—numbering nineteen in all— 
communed together, and two children were baptized. Thus, for the firgt time in this generation 
—for the first time since the post-apostolic age—the ordinances of the church were celebrated 
in the city of Samsoon—the ancient Amissus—in evangelical simplicity. It should be added 
that the providence of God has been signally conspicnons in the matter of the erection of 
this chapel. Opposition from the Government was to be expected, but the man most likely 
to stir it up was absent till the building was enclosed and covered. Opposition from the 
Greeks was to be expected, but at the very moment when the Protestants were getting their 
permission for the erection of this building, the Greeks were engaged about the erection of a 
new school-house, and it was impolitic for them to interfere with other people's affairs. 
After the close of the public services of Sunday, one of our most experienced and trusted 


brethren was sitting in my room, and related the following incident, through which it was 


not difficult to trace back the fruit we now rajaice to see to its seed-corn. I will give the 
incident as nearly as possible in his own words: ‘ When I came here, fifleen years ago, the 


Protestant community consisted of two watchmakers and one tradesman. You know who 


and what they were. The missionaries had rented « room or two in a house for their use 
in passing through the city, and the house was cocupied by ——. One Sanday, as we four 
were sitting talking. two muleteers—rude villagers—came in and asked if that was the 
Protestant meeting-house. We replied that it was all the meeting-house there was. “ What 
is the hour of worship?” “There is no regular hour and no public service, except as a 
missionary or preacher occasionally spends a Sunday here,” we ssid. We found, on inquiry, 
that the men were from Harpoot, and were Protestants, and we said: “ Of course you can't 
keep Sanday on the road?” “Oh, yes; we do!” they replied. “ If we are to have travellers 
with us, we inform them beforehand, and if we have only loads, the matter is in our own 
hands.” We gave little attention to the men, and resumed our talk. They were sitting off 
the divan on the floor, and near the door. Presently one of them said: “ May we not read 
God's holy Word together and pray, even when there is no preacher?” We gave a surprised 
assent, and he pulled from his bosom Testament and hymn-book, gave out a hymna (which 
was sung), read a chapter, and prayed, and after he had sat down, said: “It is not for one 
like me to give exhortations to men like you ; but if you will excuse the boldness, let me beg 


supported by the native Church, not long since so declined that its closure was decided 
upon ; but two of the lads, of their own accord, so exerted themselves to bring others, 


you to meet and read God's Word and pray together evety Sunday, even if there be no 
preacher.” One of those present has never forgotten tust smnuox.’ How many ‘glad 
surprises’ await God's unpretending but faithful ones when they join the general assembly 
and church of the first-born ! ” 

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

From an Occasional Paper issued at Tientsin, in North China, we take the following : 
“No little interest attaches just now to our two small day-schools. That for boys, 
the attendance had greatly improved, and several show much interest in learning, most 
especially in hearing the truth. One little fellow, though beaten by his mother for coming, 
and kept without food, would not stay away; another has brought elder members of his 
family to the services ; a third « bright child of fourteen, is earnestly seeking baptism. 
The girls’ school (jast opened) is supported by foreign funds, and is taught by a Christian 
woman, under the direction of Mrs. Bryson. Day-schools for girls are = novelty, at any 
rate, in North China. No inducement has been held out beyond that of free instruction ; 
yet there are already twelve children, of whom five are from heathen families. A hopefa) 
incident is the recent appointment by the Church of « travelling evangelist to visit the 
many baptized living in distant places. The man chosen is one of the oldest and most 
respected members, at one time a catechist, and since then doing voluntary work in his own 
district. The Charch is to give him 7}-dollars a month, which sum is to cover his expenses 
also, That good is likely to ensue from this effort has been shown by « cheering report 
given at a recent meeting of the welcome met with during a first journey.” : 

I 
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BAPTIST. 


The Baptist Missionary Herald contains « long letter from the Rev. George Grenfell, of 
Stanley Pool, giving an account of his voyage im the missionary steamer, the Pesce. The 
narrative is rendered more intelligible by being aceompanied with a map. That these explor- 
ations are not made withoat running some risk is shown by the following account of what 
happened when the voyagers got near the Bunginji people: “ To go ahead in the dark was 
not to be thought of, so we protested as best we could that we were friends. and that we were 
not, as they feared, warriors come to fight They answered our protestations of pence with 
the assertion that we were telling ‘lies ‘People who come from down river, said they, 
‘always tell the eame tale; and then they make « quarrel, and fight, and take some of our 
people away. People who come from down river always fight: you come from down river, 
and must have come to fight. You will see; we shall come in the night and Anish you all if 
you don't goon. You are not many, and we are plenty. Yes, we can easily Gnish you all.’ 
We sent a cance with two men into the middle of the river with a present, and to talk to 
them again; but they would not ventare to trust themselves near even only two of our 
people. We then sent our presents of cloth and beads to the other end of the sandbaak, and 
called the bearer back after he had placed the gift close to the water's edge; and yet, though 
our camp was three hundred yards away, no one would ventare to come andtakeit, We 
then made a big fire, and stood in the light of it, and asked them to look and see if we 
appeared like fighting people. ‘Do you not see children playing on the sand? Osan you not 
seea woman’ Do people, when they go to fight, take women end children with them? 
These were arguments that appealed to them, and resulted im an arrangement that we were to 
keep where we were through the night, and that they were to keep on their side of the river, 
and that in the morning we would look at each other, and then if they liked us they would 
make friends with us ; but if ‘we do not like you, said they,‘ you must go away. There 
was lots of drum-beating on their side, and a good watch on ours through the night ; and in 
the morning we looked at each other, and the result being satisfactory, we were asked to go 
to their beach to make friends with the chief, and also with the head man of a Batwa settle- 
ment which was near. We had seen individuals of this interesting dwarf race before, but 
this wes the first time we met them in numbers. They are not so emall as the natives are 
fond of describing them. They are about four feet to four feet six in height, have black 
beards, big heads, and no necks ‘to speak of'; their neighbours won't allow they have neoks 
at all On the morning of the following day we encountered the natives of Mbari, and 
managed to appease them after but very short overtures; those of Eyrie, however, received 
us at once with a flight of arrows, and then wanted us to come in close and sell beads, as we 
hed done te the Bunginji and Mburi people. I did not mind stopping to talk te them, so 
long as we kept out of the range of their arrows; we had often been shot at from the towns 
and open spaces, where we could see what was being done, but it was a different thing going 
in alongside the bush, which had hidden those who had only made their presence known by 
their hostility. A little farther on, we were surprised by more arrows out of the forest, and 
I began to think it time to turn back, and determined to do so befure noon ; but at 11.23 we 
found ourselves at the end of the navigable portion of the river, and unable to go farther. 
We had spent aix days up the Bosira, but had found no place where I think we could hope- 
fully commence mission work yet awhile ; it is the leaet promising of e'! the rivers I have 
visited. Three days after turning back, I was glad to find that we were clear of the people 
whose cannibelism was ever obtruding iteelf upon us. Cannibals are not nice people, how- 
ever friendly they may become in appearance ; one is always suspicious of them. Arrived 
at the point where the Bosira and Inapa unite, we turned eastward once more, and were 
gratified to find thet good news concerning us had travelled overland goross the narrow 
peninsula which separates the lower reaches of these two rivers. This good report secured 
us friendly receptions at al] the towns for the first ‘fifty miles or so; but during the following 
forty they were suspicious, though not hostile. At Bumbimbeb, which is about one hundred 
and fifty miles east of Kquator station on the Congo, we found one of the prettiest stretches 
of country we saw during the whole of our journey. Here, after a while, we managed to 
induce the people to allow us to go close in shore; and again, after @ while, they became 
cordial. We always succeeded in getting friendly if they would only allow us to get close 
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enough for them to have a good look at us. In fact, so cordial did our Bambimbeh friends 
become, that they wanted us to stop and build, or to come again and do so. About twenty- 
five miles on beyond, we reached Eyombe, where a very hostile demonstration was made. 
It was very evident that i was only « 
we saw two of the most violent demonstrators who wanted to. shoot get a good thrashing 
from their more sober-minded comrades for their pains. nine o'clock the nert day we 
knew, by the terrible din of several big drums, that we were 
were not long before we came in sight of from two to three hundred armed , painted red 
and black and white, dancing frantically. We feit sure, from the appearance of things, and 
from the persistency with which they sent flights of arrows at us, that it would be a waste 
of time to lay & prolonged ‘siege ;‘ so we took up anchor again and got well behind our 
arrow-guards, and very mach startled the warriors by going in com 

then proceeded to tell them that they were treating us very bedly to fight us in that way ; 
but that to show them we had only friendly intentions, we would throw them a present of a 
few beads tied up in a fathom cloth, and then go away. However, our present was all in 
vain, for we found them just as fierce when we returned ; for we counted our failure on going 
up as the reason why we should try all the more persistently on our return, and this was the 
only place where we set ourselves to the task and did not eventually snoceed. Fifteen miles 
or so on beyond, we got among the Lokuku people, and for a couple of days our progress was 
among friends, then once more we get among timid folk, but soon passed them to reach our 
Lusaka acquaintances, among whom we spent @ very satisfactory couple of days. As soon, 
however, as we had passed their limite we found ourselves among determined enemies, who 
laid an ambush at a narrow pass and succeeded in very much astonishing us with an unex- 
pected flight of arrows, one of which stack into the woodwork jast between my wife and 


myself, and another struck the awning and came a foot through its thin planking.” 


Alliance. 


ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE IN MAY. 


Tae Council have the pleasure to announce that the Annual Conversazione will (p.v.) be 
held on Tuesday, May 18. By the kind permission of the Rev. Principal and Mrs. Angus, 
the meeting will take place (as in several former years) at Regent’s Park College, from four 
to six o’clock. Early intimation is given in order that members and friends residing in the 
country may arrange, if possible, to attend. Admission will be by cards of invitation, which 
will be forwarded to any who may signify their intention to be present. Further particulars 
will be given in our next issue. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCii. 


Tax usual monthly meeting of Council Mrs. Moffat, 

was held on Thursday, March 11; Donald 
Matheson, Esq., presiding. The Scriptures Mrs. Pontifex, St. Leonards. 
were read by the Chairman, and prayer Miss Price, St. Leonards. 


the Rev. Henry Brooke. . Owen, Eeq., St. 
Mrs. Owen, St. Leonards. 
NEW MEMBERS. 
The following persons were unanimously 
General St. Leonards. 
Mra. G. L. Bristow, Mies E. M. Eman, 8¢. Leonards. 
Miss Charlotte Green, . Mies A. BE. Eman, Ss. Leonards. 
Miss Eleanor Green, Mrs. Shapland White, St. Leonards. 
Miss Dun Miss Hanter, St. Leonards. 
Dr. J. 5. M. , Clapham. 
Mrs. Dunbar, Clapham. Wide 
L, P. Smith, Balham Hill. Rev. F. Hestings. 
| j 


Lieut.-General Field, c.s., 
of his and Mr. Arnold's recent depu 
work. The absence of Mr. Arnold on a depu- 
tation visit to Italy was reported. 


given instructions inquiries to 
made. 
DEPUTATION WORK. 
The address was 


of the Alliance. At Sunderland, on Feb. 12, 
a public meeting was held in the Hall of the 


took) fe. the’ The 


Chairman expressed his cordial sympathy with 
the aims of the Alliance, and stated that he 
was one of its early members. Mr. Arnold 
ciples of the Alliance, and its work at home 


interest was evinced in the statements of the 
Secretary. Several of those present gave 
their names for enrolment as members of the 
Alliance. 

On the Sunday, Mr. Arnold conducted a 
Bible-reading at the Hall of the Y.M.C.A., 
in Sunderland ; and in the evening gave a 
Gospel address at the Avenue Theatre, when 
some 2,000 persons assembled. A series of 
special Sunday evening services had been 
arranged by a united Evangelistic Committee, 
and this committee invited Mr. Arnold to 
take the service. 

On Monday, March 15, Mr, Arnold visited 
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The deuth of the Right Honsursble Lend 
| ad oy Waveney, one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
w. Sunderland. The Sécretary was instructed to convey 
; . Fedarb, the expression of the sincere sympathy of 
; this Council with the bereaved family. 
Rev. HL W Parmar, t., South Shields The Secretary reported that the Rev.- Dr. 
Mrs. South Shields. Angus hed kindly consented to the Con- 
J. versazione being held in Regent's Park 
| : | QUARTERLY MEETING. 
The Secretary submitted circular invitation 
| to the Quarterly Conference to take place 
| on Friday, March 26th. The circular was 
| P., Morpeth. THE WEEK OF PRATER. 
The Secretary presented interesting reports 
| See: Ben? Wath. on the observance of the Week of Prayer in 
| Terstall, foreign lands. [These will be found in another 
Doncaster. column. | 
Morris, 
Mr. | The Secretary laid before the Council 
if DEPUTATION WORK. letters from the Foreign Office relating to the 
i recent persecution of Christians in Turkey, 
and signifying that the Earl of Rosebery bad 
| Mr. ARNOLD reported that, si 
Council meeting, he had attended a series of | listened to with great attention, and a vote 
i meetings in the North of England on behalf | of thanks to the deputation was subsequently 
adopted. 
| Y.M.C.A. (kindly granted for the purpose). | Eeq., M.p., and Mrs. Stevenson, convened a 
The chair was occupied by T. C. Squance, rang rom meeting at their residence in 
Seuth Shields, to hear from Mr. Arnold an 
address upon the recent work of the Alliance. 
There was a numerous attendance, and much 
and abroad. Interesting information was 
given regarding the Week of Prayer, and the 
| results which had followed its observance, 
especially in the mission field. The efforts 
; of the Alliance on behalf of the persecuted in 
| many lands were next touched upon, and 
| reference was also made to the last General 
i} Conference held in Copenhagen, as showing 
! | the influence which the Internationa! 
’ Assemblies of the Alliance had exerted upon 
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rs, Kalkar and the bereaved family 

fi would offer their respectfal but 
Obristian sympathy, and pray that 
may be sustained in their sore bereave- 


by the Divine presence and comfert.’’ 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


‘THE WEEK OF PRAYER ABROAD. 


120 1886. 
| of the decease of their late year which im- 
honoured friend, the Rev. Dr. Kal > 
| Alliance its commencement, especially 
ml been present at several of the I in Seandimavia. 
Conferences in different cities Vahl, who was 
| Bat the Council remember, er the Copenhagen 
im gratitade to God, that Dr. ittee, Dr. Kalkar's efforts contributed 
s | permitted, even when he was far degree to the great success which 
3662. years, to take the chief Conference. The 
3 s@ conmexion with the local « atters with profoun 
, the lest International Con grace given to H 
if Alliance, held im the city of Copan aod strength 
7 The enthusiasm with which be im to carry to a 
) <> all the preliminary steps, and an undertaking. 
if operation which be gave to the 
| the British Organization, on 
his visits to Scandinevia, in pref 
| Oonference, will long be I 
| loving regard. Dr. Kalkar, bot! 
| IRISH BRANCH. 
Bs DEATH OF LORD WAV | 76, he was 
(ae At a meeting of the Council of President, 
| Branch of the Alliance, held in jest in 
tian Union Buildings, Dublin, on its 
February 18th—John R. Fowler, the vari 
‘ou chair—the following resolution ex engaged 
oe the regret that was felt at the d the pri . 
| t esteemed President, Lord Wa was mani 
passed unanimously -— attitade w 
if “That this Council take the wards all 
| | portunity of giving unanimous ex mn the d 
their sense of the great loss which in those movemen 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance to promote the 
; , tained in the unexpected death of its will be deeply felt 
| President, the Right Honourable unity in the mi 
Waveney. It is now many y , and by those to 
Lord Waveney joined the Alliance, and so favourably 
| continued till his death to be one | bers of the Alli 
' was only known by character and reputa- 
| Rationalistic ministry. 
e Bohemian meetings 
t toa close at the very 
| i nesday afternoon a sale 
Doreas Society had 
: be held in the Scotch 
| Week of Prayer, and were felt to be in the Pistgasse, and the friends had 
i freshing time tomany. There are not when suddenly a policeman appeared, 
} to whom these meetings afford the ing the meeting in the pame of the 
| opportunity of hearing the Gospel. a Pastor of the Helvetic Confession ! 
| Roman Catholics, who take part, hear friends dispersed, but only to retire to 
mo other time, and as little do the Protest-| a private dwelling, where the sale was held. 
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in offering prayer, 
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CALL TO AND PRAYER. 
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those present were not a few clergymen who 

the Army and Navy. 
pert 
| and a hal 
| at 
| t of 
| 
| | 
i 
. | ed prayer to God at 
= lated widely to the members of the 
t the land there 
who fear God an 
| | in humbling them- 
national sins, and to 
| | tress. The Council 
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SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR PERIODICAL PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Mompar. 
beard of Thee hearing of the car, but now mine seoth Thee, 
wherefore I abhor myself and repent in dast and ashes.”—Job xiii. 5, 6. vr 


Thantegrang for 
redemption ; for the gift of the Holy Spirit; for the Soriptares ; for all His goodness and 
mercy, ete. Confession of personal, family, and national sins ; slothfulness, unfaithfulness, 
and worldly-mindedness. 

“ The Church of God which H rohased with His — 

Pre de pa own blood.” —Acts xx. 28. 


that see the 
love among brethren ; for reviving and restoring grace, and that the “‘ new commandment ” 
may rule the heart of God’s people ; for faithful testimony to Christ and His truth ; for 
renewed consecration in His service. 

“ That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all 


the 
clamation of the Gospel, at home and in all lands; for increased blessing to accom 
evangelistic and missionary enterprises ; for many more labourers to be raised up and 
forth full of faith and love; for converts from among the Moslems and heathen, that 
may be established in the faith, and that the love of Christ may constrain them to seek the 
salvation of their countrymen ; aleo for native churches and their pastors. 


of my door.”"——Prov. viii. 34. 

The Ministry of the Word, and for Christian Families.—For the work of the ministry, 
that it may be full of love and power to the conversion of sinners, and to the edifying of 
the body of Christ ; for the better observance of the Lord’s-day; for Sunday-schools and 
Young Men’s and Young Women's Christian Associations; for fathers, mothers, and children ; 
for teachers, schools, and universities ; for blessing upon efforts to promote temperance and 
costal pusity. 

“ He is the Governor among the nations.”——Pealm xxii; 28. 

For Nations.—For our Queen and the Royal Family, our Government, and all kings and 
rulers ; for soldiers and sailors ; for just laws, and that peace may be maintained among the 
nations ; for quietness and godliness, and that the spirit of lawlessness may be subdued; for 
the suppression of the onium traffic ; for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


EIGHTH GENERAL UNION FOR PRAYER FOR THE ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION 
: OF THE SABBATH-DAY, raom Aram 47a To lita, 1886. 
Ex. xx. 8—*“ Remember the Sabbath-day, | journals, in whole or in part, it was much 
to keep it holy.” Rev. i. 10—“I was in the | more widely disseminated. 
Spirit on the Lord’s-day.” Matt. xviii. 19—| The following subjects for prayer are 
“* If two of you shall agree on earth as touch- —_— 
inganything that they shall ask, it shall be dove | 1.— That there may be a great outpouring of 
for them of my Father which ia in besven.” the Spirit on the masses throughout Evangel- 
Last year’s “ Invitation to Prayer” was; cal Christendom who attend no place 
published in twelve languages. The circu-| worship on the Lord s-day. | 
lation of copies, in a separate form, was| It is reckoned that there must be through- 
183,000, and by its insertion in many | out Christendom at least 40,000,000 of 


| v, 47. 

Prayer for the Jews.—For God's ancient people, Itrael ; that all missionary efforts in 
their behalf may be greatly blest, and many won to Christ ; that “the Deliverer may 
speedily come out of Sion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob”; and that God’s purposes 
of mercy to Israel may speedily be fulfilled. 

“ Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth labourers into His 
ix. 38, 

Farpar, 
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| 
CONTRIBUTIONS REOKIVED FROM 
| Croi! 
if 
in. 
Public 
~ 
‘ 
| Rev. D. 
Donemter Public 
ey may be made payable to the order of either of the Secretaries 
| : (Lieut,-General Field, o.5., and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. — 
| Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c. 


